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Section I

General Provisions

Art. 1. (1) This Ordinance regulates the conditions and order of performing medical services on ships, flying the Bulgarian flag.

(2)  This Ordinance shall not apply to warcraft, coastal guard vessels, recreational craft, used for non-commercial purposes or harbour tug-boats.

Art. 2. Medical services include ensuring the availability of the necessary medication: medicines and medical products on board the ship, the need for a physician on the crew, depending on the ship category, the number of people on board, the sailing region and distance and the provision of medical services on the shore.

Art. 3. For the purposes of this Ordinance ships shall be divided into the following categories:

1.  Category A - sea-going ships, including fishing vessels, without limitation to their sailing distance;

2.  Category B - sea-going ships, including fishing vessels, which perform voyages of up to 150 nautical miles to the nearest port with appropriate medical equipment, except for those, which sail inside the water basin of harbours or near harbours;
3.  Category C - river ships, technical barges and boats sailing inside the water basin of harbours or near harbours.
Section II

Medication: Medicines and Medical Products

Art. 4. (1) Every ship shall have available on board medication: medicines, medical products and equipment in accordance with the ship’s category.

(2)  The amount and types of medication: medicines, medical products and equipment shall reasonably correspond to the voyage duration and the sailing region, the types of envisaged ship works to be performed during the voyage, the type of cargo and the number of people on board.

(3)  The minimum amount and types of medication: medicines, medical products and equipment on board are indicated for the respective ship category in Appendices 1 and 2. The amount of medicines and equipment on board shall not exceed double the minimum amount, indicated in Appendices 1 and 2.

(4)  Each ship shall have on board a list of the available quantities and types of medication: medicines, medical products and equipment, stating the name of the ship, its flag and the port of registry. The list shall be signed by the master and may be verified.

(5)  The medical products according to Appendices 1 and 4 shall be purchased in accordance with their anatomical and therapeutic code and/or international non-patent names.

(6)  The medical products shall be kept in their original package with an accompanying information leaflet in Bulgarian and/or English and remaining validity period of at least 75% of the announced one.

Art. 5. (1) Every safety raft or lifeboat on board any ship, no matter what the ship’s category, shall be equipped with a hermetically sealed first-aid kit, which shall contain medication: medicines, medical products and equipment as required by Appendices 1 and 2 for Category B ships.

(2)  The contents of the first-aid kit shall be listed in accordance with Art. 4, par. 4 and may be inspected after the order of Art. 18.

Art. 6. Any ship of more than 500 gross tons and with crew of 15 or more, which performs voyages of more than 3 days and nights, shall have an appropriate room on board for providing medical services and storing the medication: medicines, medical products and equipment.

Art. 7. (1) Any ship carrying more than 75 people on board, including the crew, which performs an international voyage of over three days and nights, shall have a physician on board who shall have successfully completed a recognized training course for initial maritime training after a curriculum approved by the Maritime Administration Executive Agency (MAEA) in accordance with the Ordinance stipulated in Art. 87, par. 1 of the Merchant Shipping Code.

(2)  The provision of par. 1 shall also apply to river ships, irrespective of their voyage duration.

Art. 8. The medication: medicines, medical products and equipment on board shall be accompanied by instructions for usage.

Section III

Medication Needed in the Event of Incident on Board Ships, Carrying Dangerous Cargo

Art. 9. Any ship, carrying dangerous types of cargo, as listed in Appendix 3, shall be equipped with medication: medicines, medical products and equipment depending on the ship’s category as per Appendix 4.

Art. 10. (1) Any ferry boat, for which there is no provisional information about the type of dangerous cargo it is going to carry, shall be supplied with medication of a type and quantity corresponding to the ferry boat’s category per Appendix 4.

(2)  For voyages of less than two hours the ferry boat shall be equipped with half the amount of medication, according to Appendix 4, necessary for emergency aid.

Art. 11.The type and quantity of medications on board the ship shall be described in the list under Art. 4, par. 4.

Section IV

Ensuring Medical Services

Art. 12. (1) Medical services on board the ship shall be ensured by the ship owner and any costs incurred for the crew members shall be borne by the ship owner.

(2)  The master shall bear responsibility for observation of the medical service requirements and the availability of medications: medicines and medical products and equipment on board.

(3)  The master may appoint a crew member in charge of the observation of medical service requirements and the availability of medications: medicines and medical products and equipment on board the ship, which shall not absolve the master of responsibility under par. 2.

(4)  The person under par. 2 and 3 shall pass special training on ensuring medical services on board and shall sit for an exam. Those who pass the exam shall undergo a brush-up course at the end of every 5-year period.
Art. 13. Each crew member shall have passed a preparatory training course in medical aid, in accordance with the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, (STCW) 1978.

Art. 14. (1) Medications: medicines and medical products and equipment shall be stored and maintained in accordance with the respective requirements and shall be renewed or destroyed after their expiry.

(2)  The medications, containing narcotic or sedative components shall be stored in a chest under key.

Art. 15. In cases of emergency, which require the use of medications: medicines, medical products or equipment not available on board, and if possible after obtaining medical consultation, the master shall ensure the swift provision of such medications: medicines, medical products or equipment.

Section V

Medical Consultations over the Radio and On-Shore Medical Aid

Art. 16. (1) In order to ensure qualified medical services in cases of emergency, the persons under Art. 12, par. 2 and 3 may request the specialized radio medical consultation services to give them advice over the radio.

(2)  The specialized radio medical consultation services shall be organized by the multi-profile transport hospitals with the Ministry of Transport and Communications, equipped with the appropriate means of communications and connected with the coastal radio stations and the maritime search-and-rescue coordination centre.

(3)  The team of physicians in the specialized services shall be trained to work in special conditions, close to those on board a ship.

(4)  The information provided as medical consultation over the radio shall be used for official purposes, taped on a magnetic carrier and kept on record by the services under par. 2 for a period of three years.

Art. 17. (1) Emergency medical aid shall be provided to ships in distress in the Search and Rescue region of the Republic of Bulgaria after the maritime Search and Rescue Coordination Centre receives information from the ship in distress.

(2)  If necessary, the SAR operation shall involve helicopters of the Ministry of Defense.

Section VI

Control

Art. 18. (1) The MAEA shall perform annual inspections on each ship, which shall include:

1.  verification of the compliance of medications: medicines, medical products and equipment with the requirements of this Ordinance;

2.  verification of the compliance of the list under Art. 4, par. 4 with Appendices 1 and 2;

3.  verification of the correspondence of the list under Art. 4, par. 4 with Appendix 4 when the ship carries dangerous cargo;

4.  check on the correct storage of the medicines, medical products and equipment;

5.  check on the observation of the provisions of Art. 4, par. 6.

(2)  The first-aid kit on safety rafts shall be inspected every year as part of the safety raft inspections. As an exception, these inspections may be postponed by five months at the most after the expiry of the one-year period.

(3)  When the ship complies with the requirements stipulated in par. 1 and 2, the MAEA shall issue a certificate for the ship’s medication resources in accordance with Art. 86 of the Merchant Shipping Code.

Additional Provision

§ 1. Within the meaning of this Ordinance “dangerous goods” means the substances and chemicals, listed in Appendix 3, irrespective in what form they are carried on board, including as garbage or remaining pieces of cargo.

Final Provision

§ 2. Issued on the basis of Art. 100a, par. 2 of the Merchant Shipping Code.
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